August 2021 Meeting
This communiqué highlights key discussions of interest at the South Metropolitan Health Service (SMHS)
Board’s most recent monthly meeting, which was held on 23 August 2021 at Fiona Stanley Hospital (FSH).
Each month, at the start of the meetings, we ask one of the Board members to acknowledge the traditional
owners of the land on which we meet and to include a personal reflection. This month, Dr Ryan Atkinson
reflected on the Olympics and the admiration he has for the amazing athletes. Peter Bol's race and interview
after coming fourth in the 800m event particularly captivated Ryan. After the race a journalist asked Peter
whether he was aware of what he had done for the Sudanese community. Peter responded that he was
grateful for the support of everyone in Australia because we are all just human at the end of the day. Ryan
reflected that Peter Bol is an amazing athlete who happens to be Sudanese and we should define people by
the quality of their character and their achievements not their ethnicity or background.
At this meeting the Board invited Tracey Penwill, the retiring
Manager of SMHS Integrity and Ethics, to join Board members for
a thank you event. I acknowledged the many years of service
Tracey has provided to SMHS. On behalf of the Board, I thanked
her for her commitment and contribution to the organisation and
wished her well for her future. (Tracey is pictured second from the
left with me, Deputy Board Chair Kim Gibson and Chief Executive
Paul Forden.)

Two patient stories were discussed including one about Dallas,
an elderly patient who was assisted in her recovery by the
Rehabilitation in the Home (RiTH) Service following a fall. The
Board watched a video about Dallas and the RiTH service, which
was produced by the SMHS Corporate Communications team.
The Board reflected on the valuable service the RiTH team
provides across the metropolitan area. Patient stories are
discussed at each meeting to ensure the Board maintains a
patient-centred focus. Please take the time to watch this
outstanding video via the link above.
As part of the regular strategic update, the SMHS Board received a presentation from the Chief Executive
titled SMHS – anything but ordinary. The presentation included updates on key innovative projects underway
in SMHS such as:








The Fremantle Hospital theatres air conditioning project
Expansion of the Virtual Emergency Medicine service
Clinical psychology diversion in the Fiona Stanley Hospital (FSH) Emergency Department
The art and photography installation project for mental health patients at Rockingham General Hospital
The work of our 800 incredible volunteers across SMHS hospitals
The virtual outpatients project – Board were delighted to hear that in 2020-21, SMHS provided in
excess of 204,000 outpatient appointments by video or telephone which saved patients significant
travel time resulting in 7,495 tons of CO2 not being emitted into the atmosphere.
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The meeting also included regular Board reports and discussion of the following items:




A review of the monthly SMHS Board Dashboard – which assists the Board to monitor key indicators
that have been discussed at committee-level.
Consideration of the draft Annual Governance Attestation Statement – as part of all Health Service
Providers’ (HSPs) requirement to comply with the Health Service Provider Boards Governance Policy,
HSP Boards are required to submit this Statement to the Minister for Health annually.

The Chief Executive’s report this month highlighted several important areas of work including:









The Kwinana COVID-19 community vaccination clinic.
The recent announcement by the Minister for Health in relation to funding for the Virtual Emergency
Medicine program.
Peel Health Campus transition and redevelopment.
Successful transition of Serco’s FSH cleaning, catering and internal logistics services to SMHS.
Ongoing planning in collaboration with the Mental Health Commission for a Community Care Unit in
Orelia to support mental health patients from across the metropolitan area.
The inaugural SMHS Sustainability Symposium which was held on 3 August with around 70 people
attending the virtual event.
Another successful Fiona Wood Lecture series event which was attended approximately 150 people.
I’d encourage you to listen to the podcast here.

The Chairs of the Board Committees provided reports on the issues considered at their most recent meetings
and highlighted specific items including:







The Safety and Quality Committee discussed the the SMHS Safety and Quality dashboard and
monthly reports as well as the Fiona Stanley Fremantle Hospital Group’s infection prevention strategy
which includes the formation of a multidisciplinary steering committee.
The Finance and Governance Committee discussed the finance, activity and staffing reports and
reviewed the contract management report. The Committee received the second of the bi-annual
finance presentations by the Executive Directors Fiona Stanley Fremantle Hospital Group and
Rockingham Peel Group. The Committee also endorsed a report that had recently been produced by
SMHS to highlight work being done in response to key Government inquiries relating to integrity
matters.
The Audit and Risk Committee considered the SMHS Audit Log, corporate risks and work health and
safety reports.
The People, Culture and Engagement Committee reviewed the SMHS Carers’ Compliance Report
which was approved by the Board for submission to the WA Carers’ Advisory Committee.

As part of my monthly report, I thanked Kim Gibson for acting as Chair during my recent leave. I also thanked
Board members for their feedback on the draft SMHS Annual Report. This Report is a reflection of the great
number of achievements made by SMHS during the past financial year and the Board looks forward to its
publication.
SMHS Board meetings are held monthly at all major sites across SMHS. The next Board meeting will be held
at Rockingham General Hospital in September.
Adjunct Associate Professor Robyn Collins
Chair, South Metropolitan Health Service Board
30 August 2021
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